Cattlemen came Into the area In search of winter ranges; there were as many as 300 to 400 head of cattle using the area. Some of the early cattlemen included the Barker and Shay Company and the Talmadge brothers. 1950 also brought about changes to the boundary of the Monument. The size was then reduced by 260,000 which excluded some valuable mln^al properties.
In 1376 Congress designated 430,000 acres within Joshua Tree National Monument as wilderness to be protected from any "uture development. As more people discover the fragile beauty of Joshua Tree, use and hopeful ly, appreciation, will increase.
